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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE_  MEDICAL  OFFICER  QlMIEALTjl_ 

*V  '  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31ST  DECEMBER,  1948 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Pontefract. 

Gentlemen, 

X  have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  information  and 
consideration  a  Report  on  the  Health  and  Health  Services  of  the 
Borough  during  the  year  1948, 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  dealing  with 
the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Borough,  Housing  and  the 
Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Pood  Supplies  is  complementary  to 
this  Report* 

The  report  contains  details  of  certain  health  services  which 
are  not  now  the  responsihilit y  of  the  Council  of  the  Borough,  but 
I  feel  it  is  desirable  that  a.  report  on  all  the  health  services 
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should  be  embodied  in  one  document  and  that  the  Council  would  like 

Vy  '  _ 

to  have  this  information  at  their  disposal* 

The  year  1948  stands  out  both  locally  and  generally  as  a  land¬ 
mark  in  social  medicine*  A  National  Health  Service  was  established 
in  Great  Britain*  The  need  to  have  all  medical  services  available 
to  everyone  as  a  right  of  citizenship  and  a  primary  function  of 
national  policy  has  been  felt  by  all  nations  which  share  our 
language  and  have  the  same  basic  political  philosophy.  Australia 
and  South  Africa  are  at  the  present  time  working  out  National 
Health  Schemes  similar  to  our  own,  and  New  Zealand  did  so  before 
we  did*  Even  in  the' United  States  of  America,  where  the  autonomous 
powers  of  the  individual  states  make  it  difficult  for  the  Federal 
Government  to  carry  out  a  National  Health  Policy,  much  has  been  done 
by  the  award  of  Federal-Grant s-in~Aid  to  level  up  the  health 
services  in  that  continent,  and  the  institution  of  a  National  Health 
Servioo  is  believed  by  many  to  be  imminent*  It  is  safe  to  say 
that  of  o.ll  those  countries,  Britain  is  the  most  advanced  and  lias  a 
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Health  Service  most  resembling  what  she  wants  at  the  present  time. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  the  setting  up  of  such  a  vast 
organisation  has  produced  its  own  troubles,  many  of  them  of 
considerable  magnitude.  The  Regional  Hospital  Boards  are  striving 
to  set  up  o.  complicated  administrative  machine  in  the  shortest 
possible  time.  There  are  too  few  hospital  beds,  and  far  too  few 
nurses  to  look  after  them.  Even  more  serious  is  the  shortage 
of  bed  and  sanatorium  accommodation  for  the  tuberculous  patient  - 
a  state  of  affairs  likely  to  reflect  on  the  incidence  c£  tuberculosis 
in  the  future.  The  Dental  Service  has  been  over-run  and  the 
ambulance  service  stressed  severely.  The  rush  to  obtain  spectacles 
and  hearing-aids  has  produced  long  delays  before  the.se  articles  can 
be  supplied. 

We  are  hindered  in  our  progress  towards  health  for  all  by  the 
shortage  of  houses  -  the  number  of  applicants  for  Corporation 
houses  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1948  was  1,460,  There  are 
too  few  schools  and  too  many  children  in  the  classes. 

1948  also  saw  changes  in  local  .administration.  Fox'  the  fir  st 
tine  a  full-time  Medical  Officex*  of  Health  was  appointed  to  serve 
Pontefract  Borough,  the  Urban  Districts  of  Fcatherstono  and 
Knottingloy  and  the  Rural  District  of  Osgold cross.  At  tho  same 
time  he  was  made  responsible  for  the  administration  of  the  County 
Health  Servxcos  in  those  areas.  It  was  hoped  that  setting  up  a 
health  unit  covering  a  population  of  50,000,  and  making  one 
official  responsible  for  all  health  services  within  this  unit, 
would-  make  possible  .a  more  personal  type  of  admini  tration  and 
satisfactory  co-ordination  of  tho  services  effered. 

The  National  Health  Service  Act  came  into  operation  on  tin 
5th  July,  and  although  it  produced  revolution  in  the  country's 
medical  services  generally,  the  c-ffoct  on  Local  Authority  Health 
Services  was  much  less  marked.  On  that  date  Pontefract  ceded 
its  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services  to  the  County  Council, 
a  change  deplored  by  many.  However,  against  the  loss  of  local 
povjcrs  there  are  some  compensations.  Staffing,  and  relief  for 
holidays  and  times  of  sickness  are  made  much  easier. 

- Jfl 


— 


-  3  - 


It  is  once  more  possible  to  combine  in  the  same  individual 
the  duties  of  Healtli  Visitor  and  School  Nurse,  This  process 
makes  possible  continuity  of  supervision  of  a  given  family  by  the 
same  member  of  the  staffs  and  this  is  in  accordance  with  the 
present  important  aim  of  dealing  with  the  family  as  a  ‘health  unit,* 
It  is  likely  that  the  duties  of  the  Health  Visitor  in  this  respect 
will  extend  rapidly  during  the  next  few  years  until  the  whole  of  the 
family  is  her  province,  not  only  the  baby,  the  toddler,  the  school- 

child  and  che  expectant  mother,  but  also  the  convalescent  and  the 
aged  adult, 

The  Clinic  facilities  in  the  Borough  are  at  present  quite 
inadequate.  The  likelihood  of  the  Borough  having  a  Health  Centre 
at  some  time  in  the  future  is  not  yet  known  but  is  under 
consideration.  Meanwhile,  efforts  to  improve  the.  present  position 
by  seeking  alternative  accommodation  for  the  school  dentist,  and  by 
certain  minor  structural  alterations  to  the  present  premises,  are 
proceeding, 

.there  is  a  great  need  in  the  Borough  for  a  Maternity  Home, 

At  the  present  time  our  cases  have  beds  allocated  to  them  through 
the  County  pool.  These  beds  are  available  at  Haslewood  Castle, 
lad caster;  Walton  Hall,  near  Wakefield;  the  Castleford  Maternity 
Hone;  and  occasionally  at  Stainoliffe,  near  Dewsbury,  In  view  of 
the  delay  necessarily  entailed  in  getting  patients  to  hospital,  as 
well  as  the  heavy  load  thus  placed  upon  the  ambulance  service,  this, 
soa^e  of  affairs  cannot  be  regarded  as  satisfactory.  Nor  is  the 
accommodation  available  sufficient  to  meet  the  demand.  At  the 
present  time  priority  is  given  to  a  mother  havirg  her  first  baby  or 
where  the  home  conditions  are  unsuitable  for  a  domiciliary  confine¬ 
ment,  and  most  cases  coming  into  these  categories  are  being 
accommodated.  Cases  which  do  not  oome  into  the  aboVe  categories 
however,  usually  have  their  applications  refused. 
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PART  ONE 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area  of  the  Borough  :  4,865  acres 

Registrar -Oe neral r s  estimate  of  civilian  population  ; 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses  (end  of  1948)  according 

to  Rate  Books 


22,430 
:  5,784 


Rateable  rlue  :  1948  -  £12-9,543.  1947  -  £130,645 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  j  1948  -  £532.  1947  -  £517., 

VITAL  STATISTICS  -  (Registrar-General’s  -  Registered  during  the 

year ) 

Live  Births 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total 


Male 

Female 

Total 

230 

232 

462 

19 

10 

29 

-  242 

491 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  civilian  population 
Percentage  of  illegitimate  births  :  5.9. 

Still  Births 

Male 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total 

10 


Rate  per  1,000  total  (liva  and  still  births) 
Rente  per  1,000  estimated  civilian  population 

Deaths 


19.9 

.45 


All  age  groups 
Infants  under  1  year 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Maternal  Deaths 


Male 

Female 

Total 

■■  ■  ■  i  fc  ■ 

125 

94 

219 

Male 

Female 

Total 

10 

9 

19 

1 

1 

- 

n 

NIL 

^8— 

21.89. 


•Pon  lhr?nwere  7°Jl'vrr  M-i-Shs  in  1948.  tl  in  in  1947,  showing-  a 
Tij~  P^r  1,000  in  the  birth  rate.  .The  percentage  of 

illegitimate  births  has  risen  slightly  by  1.18.  Still -births  have 
buen  reduced  by  2  and  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  numb??. 

aeachsrin  inf ants  under  one  year  dropped  by  8  -  a  significant 
amount .  , 


of 
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Tiie  total  number  of  deaths  has  risen  very  slightly.  Once 
again  I  am  able  to  report  that  there  have  been  no  maternal 
deaths  during  the  year. 

Death  Rates 

General  rate  per  1.C00  population  9.76 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  40.7 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  41.1 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  34.5 
Maternal  deaths  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  NIL. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  are  set  out  in  the  following 
Table , 


TABLE  I 


Causes  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Tub erculosis,  pulmonary 

r 

7 

6 

13 

Tuberculosis ,  non— pulmonary 

— 

1 

1 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

2 

1 

3 

Cancer 

19 

23 

42 

jlntra— cranial  vascular  lesions 

10 

11 

21 

Heart  Diseases 

28 

22 

50 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

2 

3 

5 

Bronchitis 

16 

8 

24 

Pneumonia 

4 

5 

9 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

3 

1 

4 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

2 

— 

2 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

1 

— 

1 

Other  digestive  diseases 

2 

2 

4 

Nephritis 

3 

2 

5 

Premature  Birth 

3 

3 

6 

Congenital  causes 

5 

2 

7 

Suicide 

3 

1 

4 

j  Ptoad  traffic  accident 

1 

1 

2 

Other  violent  causes 

6 

— 

6 

All  other  causes 

I  .  -  .  ,  . .  . . . .  ,  -   ...  .  .  . 

8 

2 

10 

I 

i 

j 

125 

94 

219 

Of  the  major  killing  diseases,  tuberculosis  produced  14 
deaths  in  1948  compared  with  half  that  number  the  previous  year. 
Cancer  also  showed  an  increase,  producing  42  deaths  as  compared 
with  30,  On  the  credit  side  of  the  account  it  is  gratifying  to 
note  the  reduction  of  deaths  from  diarrhoea  in  infants  under  the 
age  of  two  years.  In  1948  there  was  only  one  as  compared  with  9 
in  1947*  Deaths  in  premature  infants  were  also  reduced  from  8 
to  6.  It  is  hoped  by  energetic  attack  on  the  problem  of  the 
premature  infant  to  reduce  the  number  of  deaths  from  this  cause 
even  further. 


Improvement  in  the  local  death  rate  during  the  past  decade 
is  shown  in  the  following  Table. 

Years  Death  Rate 


1938  - 

1940 

13*1 

1941  - 

1943 

12.2 

1944  - 

1946 

10.8 

1947 

10.1 

1948 

9.76 

Infant  Mortality 


The  following  Tables  give  causes  of  infant  deaths  during  1948 
classified  into  age  groups  and  months  of  incidence. 


TABLE  II 


Causes  of  Death 

■~zn 

unc 

.  ages 

ler  1  yr. 

Under 

1  wk .  ■ 

1-2 

wks 

2-3 

wks 

3-4 

wks 

1-3 

mths 

3-6 

mths 

mths 

mths 

M. 

P. 

Tot 

Bronchitis 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

1 

- 

— 

- 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 

5 

- 

- 

2 

3 

5 

Ga st  r  o  - ent  er  it  is 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Prematurity 

4 

- 

— 

— 

2 

- 

— 

- 

3 

3 

6 

Atelectasis 

1 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Congenital 

malformation 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Birth  injuries 

4 

- 

• 

- 

— 

4 

- 

4 

10 

— 

— 

2 

6 

"... 

11 

9 

20 

T  ABLE  III 


r 

Causes  of  Death 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apl 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

'Dec 

Bronchitis 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

1 

2 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Gastro¬ 

enteritis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

Prematurity 

2 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Congenital 

causes 

1 

— 

1 

1 

- 

2 

2 

- . 

- 

- 

1 . 

5 

2 

1 

1 

2 

- 

3 

1 

3 

1 

1 

- 

.-Total 


20 
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Comparison  of  Pontefract  Borough  Statistics  with  West  Riding 
Urban  Districts,  West  Riding  Administrative  County  and  England 
and  Wales. 

TABLE  IV 


1 — * - - - - - 

1 

Pontefract 

Borough 

District 

Aggregate 

West  Rid¬ 
ing  Urban 
Distri cts 

"  West' " 

Riding 

Admin, 

County 

“TngTanTir“ 

Wales  (Pro¬ 
visional 
figures) 

BIRTH  RATE 
(Per  1,000  estimated 
population) 

21.9 

18.3 

18.5 

17.9  . 

DEATH  RATES 
(All  per  1,000  estim¬ 
ated  population; 

All  Causes 

9.3 

11.8 

11.3 

10,8 

Eymotic  Diseases 
(seven  principal)* 

0.4 

0.12 

0,12 

* 

Tuberculosis  of 
Respiratory  system 

.  0.58 

_  P  •  37  .. 

 P..37 

0.44 . 

Other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis 

0,04 

0.07 

0.07 

0.07 

Respiratory  dis¬ 
eases  (excluding 
Tuberculosis  of 
respiratory  system 

1.65 

1.34 

1.29 

* 

Cancer 

1.87 

1.83 

1.74 

1.86 

Heart  and  circulat¬ 
ory  Diseases 

2.45 

3.98 

.  3,73 

* 

INFANT  MORTALITY 
(Deaths  under  one  yea 
per  1,C00  live  birth 

s5  41 

_ 28-.  . 

39 

, . .  34_  , ,  _ 

DIARRHOEA 

(Deaths  in  infants  und 
2  years  of  age,  per 
1,000  live  births) 

er 

2.04 

4.17 

4.38 

* 

3.3 

••m  --m-  -  »— »  - »  ■  i 

*  figures  not  yet  to  hand 


It  will  be  noted  that  while  our  Birth  and  Death  Rates 
compare  favourably  with  those  of  the  country  as  a  whole,  our 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  still  stands  rather  high. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
imWIOUg'  AND  OTHER  PlSEASEST 


The  following  Tabic  gives 
notifiable  diseases  (other  than 


details  of  the  incidence  of 
tuberculosis ) . 


TAB  L  E  V 


1 

£3 

,, — - - 

Apl/ 

Juno 

July/ 

Sept. 

Oet/ 

Dec, 

Deaths 

Total 

Wo.  of  cases 

admitted 
to  hospital 

Scarlet  Fever 

21 

34 

33 

40 

— 

128 

128 

Whooping  Cough 

24 

10 

7 

5 

— 

46 

mmm 

Measles 

4 

25 

59 

279 

~ 

367 

4 

Pneumonia 

2 

4 

4 

8 

5 

18 

Chicken-pox 

18 

83 

33 

35 

— 

174 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

5 

Erysipelas 

2 

3 

2 

— 

7 

•M* 

Acute  polio¬ 
encephalitis 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

~ 

— 

~ 

3 

- 

3 

1 

749 

138 

Certain  of  the  above  figures  call  for  comment. 

Measles 

T-u  disease  has  only  been  compulsorily  notifiable  since  1940. 

A1®  already  AlderA  h0WGVG^f  that  its  incidence  follows  a 

c?°le-  ^hG  n'umbGr  of  cases  begins  to'  rise  about  -{he 
.  Lotob"AVL  °A  Sivcnjoox  and  increases  steadily,  apart  from 
reLhod  at  V°amAlthS  of  July  August,  until 'tho  peak  is 

minimal  Sv  ’  Tho  numbc:c  ^on  falls  until  it  is 

WpL  V  1,1  j  ?.f  tho  following  year.  ;  A  year  of  quiescence 
tnen  ioIIcws  and  the  process  is  ropc.atod. 


It  was 


wrnw.r]  h-a  WAQSeCtGd  bllo'i:;mi1948  would  be  a  ‘'peak"  year  and  this 
pJ-  cas?*  Tho  incidence  of  measles  cases  in  tho 

//cot  Riding  conformed  exactly  to  the  above  p, attorn,  though  in  more 
localised  areas  the  outbreaks  were  shorter  and  sharper  Sd 
occurred  at  different  points  of  the  epidemiological  curve. 
m...in  outbreak  in  Pontefract  began  at  the  end  of  October  and 
poak_had  been  reached  by  the  last  week  in  the  year  when 


The 

the 


cases  wero  notified. 


94 


It  is  now  accepted  that  the  administration  of  serum  from  a 
person  convalescing  from  the  disease  affords  somo  protective  action. 
If  given  within  a  very  short  period  following  exposure  it  succeeds 
in  at  least  30  per  cent  of  cases  in  preventing  an  attack  altogether, 
though  the  immunity  so  conferred  is  not  lasting.  If  given  a 
longer  period  after  exposure  to  infection,  the  patient  has  his 
attack  of  the  disease,  but  it  is  much  modified  in  character,  and 
complications  arc  raro. 

At  the  time  tho  measles  epidemic  was  prevalent  a  circulars 
letter  was  sent  to  all  genoral  practitioners  in  tho  area  explaining 
that  a  supply  of  this  scrum  was  available  from  the  County  Laboratory 
at  Wakefield,  though  shortage  of  supplies  compelled  its  restriction 
to  children  under  the  age  of  three  years,  as  this  was  tho  age  group 
in  which  measles  was  mos  t  harmful.  The  service  was,  however,  only 
used  to  a  very  limited  extent  by  the  general  pra.ctitL  onern. 

Chicken-pox 

Ihis  disease  was  alsc  prevalent  in  the  Borough  during  the  year, 
peaks  being  reached  in  the  middle  of  June  and  at  the  beginning  of 
December. 

Scarlet  Fever 


the 
Case; 


Although  a 
year ,  at  no 


steady  incidence  of  scarlet  fever  occurred  throughout 
time  did  the  disease  assumo  epidemic  proportions. 


on  the  whole  woro  mild  in  character. 


Poliomyelitis  and  Polio  Encephalitis 


1] 


.die  Borough  was  fortunate  in  escaping  any  cases  of  poliom-r 
yelitis,  despite  tho  prevalence  of  tho  disease  in  the  West  pLiding 
during  1948.  The  one  case  of  polio  encephalitis  notified  vras  a 
child  from  South  Kirkby  who  had  been  admitted  to  Pontefract  General 
Ini lx'iiisry ,  It  was  removed  forthwith  to  Briorley  Isols.tion  Hospital 

ana  no  further  oases  occurred. 

.  uOual  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  chavs 

,  1{i.Cj-’loaso  -*-54  on  last  year 1  s  figure  and  this  increase  can  be 
attribua  cd  mainly  to  tho  measles  epidemic. 

Ib  is  gra bifying  to  note  that  not  a  single  case  <*f  diphtheria 
occurred  in  tho  Borough. 

IMMUNISATION 


.Much .work  was. done  during  the  year,  towards  obtaining  satisfact¬ 
ory  immunisation  figures  fear  the  child  population.  A  special 
immunisation  session  was  introduced  weekly  at  the  Clinic  in 
Tho  sessions  were  held  at  3—0  p*m.  «n  a  Tuesday  afternoon, 


response  wa* 


May . 

.  and  tb ; 


.  .  encouraging.  It  is  current  practice  now  to  carry  out 

immunisation  somewhat  earlier  than  herotofor  and  efforts  were  made 
to  get  babies  immunised  as  soon  after  thoy  attained  the  age  of  oight 
months  as  possible.  Actually  during  the  year  a  total  of  152 
babies  in  the  Borough  had  received  their  full  course  cf  irnmuni 
before  attaining  the 
being. carried  out  at 
immunisation  did  something  toward 
ordinary  Infant  Welfare  Sessions. 


age  of. twelve  months,  102  of  these 
the  Clinic,  Holding  a  separate 


reducing  the 


con0 


tion 

irmrnr'.-i  q.q.ti 

session  for 
action  at  tho 


,  .  children  completed  a  full  course  of  primary  immunisation 

during  the  year, 

. It  is  now  recognised  to  bo  desirable  that  all  children  should 
receive  a  booster"  immunisation  on  attaining  school  age,  and  a 
thorough  comb-out  of  tho  schools  resulted  in  1,037  children  being 
given  a  reinforcing  injection. 
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Tho  following  Table  shows  the  incidence  of  the  disease  in 
the  Borough  since  1942,  together  with  the  deaths  occurring  and 
the  percentage  of  child  population  immunised. 

TABLE  VI 


Year 

No.  of  case s 
of  diphtheria 

No,  of  deaths 
due  to 
diphtheria 

Percentage  of  child  popul¬ 
ation  immunised  against 
diphtheria  s 

Under  5  Over  5 

1942 

55 

3 

11.9 

48 . 6 

1943 

52 

2 

30.5 

74.4 

1944 

20 

1 

29.1 

78.7 

1945 

5 

— 

42.0 

68.7 

1946 

4 

1  (adult) 

66 . 3 

76.2 

1947 

1 

— 

51.1 

76.5 

1948 

— 

57.7 

• 

79.1 

TUBERCULOSIS 

The  following  Table  summarises  particulars  contained  in  the 
Register  of  tuberculous  persons, 

T.ABLE  VTI 


i  .  . 

i 

Number  of  cases  in  Register 

Total'  '  ' 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

in  i 

M. 

F. 

Regis- 

M. 

F. 

ter  t 

At  the  commencement  of  1948 

92 

55 

25 

25 

- 1 

197 

Notified  for  the  first  time 
during  1948 

22 

15 

4 

A 

* 

| 

45  ! 

Restored  to  the  Register 

- 

1 

- 

1  | 

Removed  during  1948 

27 

20 

7 

6 

60  i 

I  At  the  end  of  1948 

87 

51 

22 

23 

183 

» 

The  reasons  for  removal  of  cases  from  the  register  are  given 
in  the  following  Table, 


TABLE  VILA 


j 

Entries  relenting  to- 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

_ 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

.Total  I 

Persons  who  have  died 

11 

6 

•mm 

2 

19 

Persons  certified  by  the 
medical  practitioner  in 

• 

attendance  to  have  recovered  8 

8 

6 

3 

25 

Revision  6f  diagnosis 

2 

1 

1 

- 

4 

l 

Persons  who  have  ceased  to 
reside  permanently  in  tho 
distil  ct 

5 

5 

2 

12 

26 

20 

7 

7 

60 

1 
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In  the  following  Table  new  cases  and  nortality  are  classified 
according  to  age,  sex  and  site  of  the  disease. 

TAB  L  E  VIII 


Age  Periods 

Resp: 

M.‘ 

'  NEW  CASES 

Lratory  Non-Resp. 

F.  M.  F . 

DEATHS' 

Respiratory  Non-Resp. 

...  M,  F,  M.  F. 

Under  5 

2 

1 

1 

Under  15 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Under  25 

6 

5 

1 

2 

2 

1 

Under  35 

2 

4 

«r 

1 

Under  45 

3 

3 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

Under  55 

7 

— 

1 

4 

1 

Under  65 

3 

1 

— 

3 

1 

Over  65 

1 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

- 

Totals 

22 

15 

4 

4 

11 

6 

- 1 

2 

At  the  end  of  1948  the  register  contained  14  fewer  cases  than 
at  the  end  of  1947.  Nevertheless,  a  study; of  the  figures  for  the 
two  years  does  not  nako  encouraging  reading.  Notifications  of 
new  cases  for  the  year  show  an  increase  of  14.  Deaths  during  the 
year  show  an  increase  of  10.  Certifications  of  recovery  on  the 
other  hand  have  increased  by  22. 

One  disquieting  feature  which  energes  fron  a  study  of  the  age 
group  to. ole  is  the  increased  incidence  and  increased  nortality  in 
the  younger  age  groups.  Thus  the  number  of  new  cases  of  pulnonary 
tuberculosis  under  the  age  of  45  shows  an  increase  of  9.  Again, 
in  1947  there  were  no  deaths  under  the  age  of  45  fron  pulnonary 
tuberculosis.  In  1943  there  were  6,  of  which  three  occurred  under 
the  age  of  25. 


Owing  to  the  relatively  snail  numbers  involved  it  would,  be 
unwise  to  attribute  too  nuch  significance  to  these  figures,  but  it 
is  to  be  hoped  they  do  not  represent  a  general  trend. 


PART  T  H  RE  E 

rt+n r.!*-*,  — r  n  -t»  \m  ~ 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

The  Health  Visiting  staff  at  the  beginning  of  1948  consisted 
of  one  full-time  and  one  x-^^t— time  nurses.  With  the  charge- -over 
on  the  5th  July,  combined  health  visiting  and  school  nursing  duties 
were  taken  on  by  the  three  members  of  the  staff  concerned. 

In  spite  of  the  greatly  increased  demands  on  the  time  of  the 
staff  made  by . the  additional  clinics  now  being  held,  the  amount  of 
outdoor  visiting  done  has  slightly  exceeded  that  of  the  previous 
year.  A  special  word  of  tribute  should  be  paid  to  the  work  of 
the  health  visiting  staff  for  the  work  they  have  done  and  for  the 
friendly,  informal  atmosphere  they  have  produced  at  the  Clinics, 
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J  The  number  of  visits  paid  by  nurses  were  as  follows 


To  expectant  mothers 
To  children  under  1  yeas? 

To  children  1-5  years 

Child  Welfare  Clinics 

It  was  felt  to  bo  necessary  to  increase  the  amount  of  time 
5,iwn  over  to  the  Monday  Child  Welfare  Clinic  sessions  and  in 
■^P-^dl  &  Homing  session  was  instituted  from  10—30  to  12  noon# 

Tho  duration  of  the  aiternoon  session  was  also  increased  from 
2-0  p.m*  to  4-0  p.m,  .  This  stop,  together  with  tho  separate 
session  for  unmuni sation  has  done ■ something  towards  decreasing  the 
great  congestion  at  these  Clinics,  but  even  so,  they  have  shown  a 
tendency  to  over-run.  The  morning  session  has  proved  to  bo  very 

popular  and  now  draws  an  attendance  almost  as  great  as  the  afternoon 

one. 


First  Visits  Total  Visits 

97  - 29? - 

446  2838 

5791 


each 


Mothers  are  encouraged  to  bring  their  babies  to  the  Clinic 
week  for. weighing  and  obtaining  general  advice  from  the  Health 
Visitor  Babies  are  seen  by  the  Medical  Officer  weekly  up  to  the 

three  months  and  monthly  from 


age  of  one  month,  fortnighly  up  to 


that  age  up  to  one  year, 

mother  wishing  to  see  tho  Medical  Officer 
avail  themselves  of  this  opportunity. 


These  consultations 

may 


are 

do 


minimal 
so.  Mo 


st 


and  any 
mo  there 


is  gratifying  to  note  that  three  children  out  of  1  every 
four  born  in  the  Borough  attend  the  Clinic  at  least  once. 

The  attendances  were  as  follows s- 


Total  number  of  children  under  five  years  of  age  who  first 
attended  at  the  Centre  during  the  year ,  and  who,  on  the  date 
of  their  first  attendance  were  :- 

Under  1  year  of  age  374 

Over  1  year  of  ago  75 

Total  -  449 

Total  number  of  children  under  five  years  of  age,  who  attended 

at  Hie  Centre  during  the  year,  and  who,  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

were  :-  J  * 


Under  1  year  of  age  321 

Over  1  year  of  age  347 

Total  -  668 


n  J  should  like  also  to  thank  tho  ladies  of  the  Voluntary 
womnittee  for  the  good  work  they  have  put  in,  which  has  done  so  much 
to  relieve  the  weight  of  work  from  the  shoulders  of  the  nursing  staff 

Ante— Natal  Clinics 


. .Tkese  WQre  held  weekly  on  Friday  morning,  and  in  April  it  was 
decided  to  extend  their  time.  They  arc  now  held  from  9-15  to  12 
noon,  though  again  they  show  a  marked  tendency  to  over— run. 


m .  during  che  year  under  review  481  expectant  mothers  attended 

P^oc^dure  adopted  is  for  the  expectant  mother  to 
attend  once  a  month  during  the  early  part  of  pregnancy  and  either 
lor  o nightly  or  weekly  as  required  in  the  later  stages.  All  cases 
aiv  seen  by  the  Medical  Officer  and  full  clini 
given  at  the  first  visit,  at  the  thirty-fourth 
weexs.  At  the  remaining  vis  its  routine  tests 
abnormality  presenting  itself  is  dealt  with. 


the 


ire 


and  thirty-sixth 
done  and  any 


arc 


The  mothers  arc  also  encouraged  to  attend  for  a  post-natal 
examination  when  the  baby  is  six  weeks  old.  Twenty-one  such 
examinations  were  given  and  it  is  likely  that  this  number  will 
increase  considerably  in  tho  future. 


.  t 


) 


5 


1 
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The  following  proprietary  preparations  were 
at  cost  price  (free  in  necessitous  cases)  to  all 
the  Clinics 


available 
women  attending 


Ostermilk  (Nos.  1  &  2) 

Humanised  Trufood 

Cow  &  Gate 

Lactogol 

Ovaltine 

Glucodin 


Benax 
Virol 
Virolax 
Par  ex 
Adcxolin 


The  following  were  distributed  free  of  charge 


I »C .D.  Tablets 
Ferrous  Sulphate  Tablets 
Viteolin  Tablets 


So^h2  y2ar-?  26  v?onen  werG  sent  to  the  Maternity  Hospital 
to  Hazlewood  Castle  Maternity  Home;  57  to  Walton 
Hall  Maternity  Homo;  9  to  the  Wakefield  General  Hospital,  and  6  to 
nstleford  Maternity  Home;  but  in  the  big  majority  of  normal  cases 
domiciliary  arrangements  wore  made.  J 


at 


For  domiciliary 
is  now  in  operation, 

or  are 


All  have  been 


confinements  the  full  establishment  of  staff 
comprising  four  midwives  and  a  relief  midwife 
being  provided  with  a  car. 


The  following  analysis  of  births  occurring 
adjusted  by  transferred  notifications  indicates 
marernity  services  and  institutions  were  used. 


during  1948, 
how  the  various 


1. 

No.  of  births  occurring  in 

the  Borough  during  the 

year 

Domiciliary  Cases 

Northgat 

e  Lodge  Nursing 

Home 

L,  S.B. 

L. 

S.B.  L. 

S.B. 

TOTAL 

295  8 

37 

107 

1 

448 

Outward  Transfers 

25 

71 

— 

96 

3. 

Inward  Transfers 

j _ 1 

L*J 

O 

482 


No.  of  Inward  Transfers 

Maternity  Hospital  at  Leeds  26 
Castlef  or  d  Maternity  Home  6 
Wakefield  General  Hospital  9 
Walton  Hall  Maternity  Home  57 
Hazlewood  Castle  Maternity  Home  2.4 
Four  Gables  Maternity  Home  1 
Brentwood  Maternity  Home.  1 
Relations  c 


130 


: 


t 


_ 


_ 


_ 
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Nursery  Provision  for  Children  under  5 

The .  Ci  ache  at  Beechwood  Bungalow  was  open  four  sessions  per 
week  during  the  year ,  "the  average  attendance  per  session  hein;T 
15.  Provision  is  made  here  for  toddlers  only.  *  " 

Care  of  Premature  Infants 


18  premature  infants  were  notified  during  the  year.  In 
each  case  a  special  investigation  was  made,  and  help  given  as 
required.  In  hospital  cases  there  was  close  liaison  "between 
hospitals  and  Authorities. 


PART  FOUR 


SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICES 

Routine  school  medical  inspections  wore  carried  out  in  the 
Pontefract  schools  during  the  year. 

It  was  felt  to  bo  desirable  to  institute  a  clinic  session 
for  consultation  with  the  School  Medical  Officer,  at  which 
parents  could  attend.  This  was  done,  and  the  demand  for  this 
service  has  increased  rapidly  until  now  the  average  attendance 
per  session  numbers  70  school  children,  and  the  sessions  are 
running  up  to  five  hours. 

Specialist  consultations  for  orthopaedic  cases  (hold  twice 
monthly).  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  cases  (held  fortnighly)  and 
ophthalmic  cases  (hold  fortnightly)  were  also  carried  out.  The 
demand  "or  all  these  is  great  and  the  number  of  cases  difficult 
to  cope  ,vith. 

Miner  Ailments  Clinics,  in  the  charge  of  the  school  nurse, 
were  held  daily.  An  average  of  40  school  children  per  day  attend 
these  sessions. 


PART  F  I  V  E 


HOME  NURSING- 

The  number  of  home  nurses  was  increased  from  one  to  two 
during  the  year,  and  there  has  been  considerable  demand  for  their 
services.  At  the  present  time  these  two  nurses  between  them 
are  carrying  out  about  115  visits  weekly. 


PAR  I  SIX 


CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 

Good  liaison  has  been  established  between  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  and  the  principal  hospitals  in  Leeds  and  Wakefield.  The 
case  histories  of  all  patients  discharged  are  sent  to  this  office 
ano.  the  cases  are  followed  up  by  the  Health  Visitors,  all  possible 
•A3!?  ^>G:LnS  given.  Liaison  is  not  yet  satisfactory  with  the 
Pontefract  Inf irmary  but  it  is  expected  that  an  Almoner  will  be 
appointed  uo  this  institution  in  the  near  future  which  should 
make  matters  easier. 
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Hone  Helps 

Cduntfco^S1HoeiEtS^rJSy.aa0nS  th0SE  transfe^ed  to 

The  demand  for  this  service  has  been  considerable  and 

ho!pei^!lab?f  toypoa?efractf St  D°Cenl30r  there  we*°  hone 


MENTAL  HEALTH 


PART  S  EVEN 


the  Comt^Pou,  hi  w  V  a  responsibility  of  a  Sub-Connittee  of 

Acts  18QO  to ik  Unde5  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatnent . 
Officer  !  been  undertaken  by  a  Duly  Authorised 

rr«^c?r  lining  in  Pontefract,  and  we  have  had  one  Mental 

IteffcieScy  Acts11  W°Most'  fib  Silao1ns'  for  work  under  Mental 
C?'A ct  *  Most  of  the  work  concerned  with  the 

Sllfnatohb?i  SUP?rIbSlon  an,d  training  of  nental  defectives  has 
i alien  to  her,  and  the  way  she  has  carried  out  her  duties  whi oh 

require  a  high  degree  of  tact  and  sympathy,  merits  special  tribute. 


PART  EIGHT 


AMBULANCE  SERVICES 


The  Ambulance  Service  of  the  Borough  is  now  operated  on  an 
agency  basis  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council  and  its  admini  ^t-* 
ra  ion  is  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Ambulance  Officer^ 

•  j-ae  call  on  this  service  has  been  exceedingly  heaw  and  hno 
increased  greatly  as  a  result  of  the  National  Health  sSv!l  Act . 
n?a'f^t?^S  ^.operation.  It  is  to  he  hoped  that  in  the  ~  ' 

thearea?^  additional  vehicle  and  driver  will  be  provided  for 


PART  NINE 
ROOD  POISONING  OUTBREAKS 


,,  ,  bellowing  gives  details  of  food  poisoning  oases  notified 

under  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1948.  noaniea 


1 


1 

Total  No. 
of  out¬ 
breaks 

No.  of 

i 

|  No.  of 

Organisms  or 

Foods  involved 

oases 

!  deaths 

1 

1 

other  agents 
responsible 
with  number  of 
outbreaks  of 

with  number  of 
outbreaks  of 

each  j 

1 

— - 

each 

- - 

i 

— — - 1 

15 


0 


Not  identified  !  Not  identified 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  P.  PRASER 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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BOROUGH  OF  PONTEFRACT 


Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1948. 


T°  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 
and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Gentlemen, 


*  '  J?ave  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  this  my  Eleventh 

Annual  Report  on  Sanitary  Administration  in  the  Borough. 
The  subject  matter  of  the  Report  is  dealt  with  under  the 
following  headings 


1.  Sanitary  Circumstances. 

(1)  Water  Supplies. 

(2)  Swimming  Baths)  Sanitary  Condition. of  Water. 

\a\  al  Sanitation  and  Abatement  of  Nuisances, 

(4)  Atmospheric  Pollution.-'’ 

(5)  Welfare  of  Workers  in  F act oripsa"  Workplaces 

and  Shops. 

(6)  Rodent  Control. 


2. 


Housing. 

(1)  General  Conditions  and  Overcrowding. 

(2)  Inspection,  Repair  and  Clearance  of  Unfit 
t3j  Eradication  of  Verminous  Conditions. 


Houses. 


3. 


Food 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 


and  Food  Processes. 

Meat  Supply:  Preparation  and  Sale. 

Milk  Supply:  Production  and  Sale. 
Ice-Cream:  Manufacture  and  Sale. 

Other  Foods. 

Food  Premises:  Supervision  and  Control. 


4.  Summarised  Statement  of  Inspections  made  and  Notices 
served. 

^alure  anl  number  of  Inspections  made. 

\c.)  Number  of  Notices  served,  and  Results. 


PART  ONE 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 


Water  Supply 

distributed1?*™^  Cn<h°??St?Tt  sup5)1y  of  wholesome  water  was 
the  +>Ch  th®  dlstric't  V  "the  Corporation  during 

the  year,  the  supply  for  domestic  use  being  of  the  order  of  S 
27  gallons  per  head  per  day.  1 

and  bacterial sampl6d+  regularly  for  both  chemical  analysis 
w-tcr  ffoino-°?'n+10al  e?'"‘minatlon.  66  samples  of  chlorinated 
examinftion-  SUPPly  "trG  submitted  to  bacteriological 

fSPinto  class  IP616  r£portad  upoa  Class  I  waters  and  one 


' 


2 


Thirty-two  samples 
classified  as  follows: 


of  raw  waters  taken  from 


source  were 


Source  of 
raw  water 

No.  of  Samples 
the  Classes 

falling  into 
named : 

Total 

Samples 

taken 

Class  1 

Class  2 

Class  3 

Class  4 

Roall 

10 

- 

— 

10 

Eggborough 

10 

2* 

— 

_ 

12 

Tanshelf 

10 

• 

10 

*  Classes  1  and  2  indicate  satisfactory  waters. 


each  sourcej^wero  SltA  d^oh^  A  “  5  taken  ^ect  from 
Tabic  gives  typical  result s>  Chemical  ^alysis,  and  the  following 


Parts  per  100.000  - 


Total  solids 

Chloride 

Nitrite 

Nitrate 

Free  ammonia 

Albuminoid  ammonia. 

Poisonous  metals 

hardness; 

Permanent 
Temporary 
Total 


Analysis  of  Samples  taken  - 


At  source-  cf  supply 


Roall 


Eggbo rough 


40.0 

2.7 

0.35 

0.002 

0.002 


7.2 

16.0 

23.2 


27.0 

1.8 


0.21 

0.002 

0.002 


2.2 

12.0 

14.2 


Tanshelf 


98.0 

5.5 

1.05 

0.002 

0.002 


37.4 

26.6 

64.0 


These  chemical,  data  indicate  waters 


From  service 
pipe  (mixed 

supply) 


36.0 

3.0 

0.27 

0.002 

0.002 


10.0 

17.0 

27.0 


Tanshelf  water  is  very  hard!  during  194^,  +  °  AAA0  ^ality. 
4%  of  the  total  water  supply  but  i?f  i  constituted  only 

water  was  appreciable,  'the  total  h^dnea^  A  Sa“ples  of  mixed 
varying  between  23  and  30?  ifis  anticipated  IbAA^168 

Sf  b0  NnAe°Sftrhuscod  when  th°  ^ 

is  plumbo-solvent.  The  pHAucs  If  AeAf  T’ 3  "?ters 
have  ranged  from  7.0  to  7?4.  the  mixed  su ^ 


publi^supDlv  d0Umh  in  tke  ®or'jUSh  is  not  connected  to  the 

main,  and  are'servod Vr^fvatfweU^  *<£?  *5®  Co^oration- s 

the  Borough  are  ao-rirrH  w  ^  +  -2  ell.  Only  four  houses  in 

properties  ar ^scheduled AorA An  stand-PjP^,  and  these 
of  the  Housing  Act  1936  '  A?  ana<r  under  the  provisions 

follows,  ’  93  •  Th0  P°3lticn  may  be  tabulated  as 


No.  of 

dw  ellinghousfifl 

(1)  Supplied  from  public  main; 

U  Direct  tc  houses  5  agi 

W  By  means  of  stand-pipes  4 

(2)  Supplied  from  private  source  l 


Estimated 

Population 


22,415 

12 

-3 
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Swimming  Baths.  Sanitary  Condition  of  Wat cr . 


of  the  Public  Swimming  Baths,  if  not  kept 
of  bacteriological  purity,  might  readily 


at 


The  waters 
a  high  standard 

become  a  medium  for  the  spread  of  infection.  ”  Throughout 

^m3+£SC?’  thercforG>  a  weekly  sample  of  water  was  taken 
from  the  large  swim,  and  in  all  but  two  cases  bacteriological 
condrtion  was  highly  satisfactory,  the  samples  falling  into 
the  category  of  Class  I  waters.  The  late  arrival  of  chlorine 
cylinaers  on  one  occasion  resulted  in  a  temporary  lowering  of 
his  standard  ana  the  Baths  were  closed  for  a  short  period  on 


«  weekly  sample  was  also  submitted  to  chemical  examinp.t ion 

s+rrlf4^%Chl2rlne  GGnbcrrt'  and  *  pH  value’.  The  Ministry’s 

rni^mnn?  wfr^e  ch£Grine  is  betwGGn  0.2  and  0.5  parts  per 
lllion,  but  since  this  was  stepped  up  in  August,  1947,  to 

a  minimum  of  0.5  as  a  precautionary  measure  against  the 

spreau  of  acute  poliomyelitis,  a  higher  chlorine  content  has 


25%  of  the  samples  taken  for  ’free  chi 


orine' 


been  maintained. 

failed  to  reach  the  official  standard  of  0.2  parts  per  million. 
The  corresponding  percentages  for  1947  and  1946  were  36%  and 

+  oSR6o!1Veiy*  •  pLvalucs  sh  :uld  fali  within  the  limits 
/i 2V,  during  the  season  they  ranged  from  6.6  to  8.3, 

45%  of  the  samples  examined  reached  at  least  the  official 


47% 

7.6 

and 


minimum  of  7.6  as  against 


14% 


in  1947  and  36%  in  1946. 


.  ■>  ,No  undue  significance  is  claimed  for  these  figures  but 
the  trend  shown  is  satisfactory. 


General  Sanitation 


and  A b atom e nt 


of  Nuisances . 


All  built  up  areas  in  the  Borough  are  sewered,  and  onlv 


99.7%  of  the  closets 
11  of  the  privy-midden 
where  a  sewer  is  not 
for  improvement  in 


37  houses  are  not  connected  to  sewers, 
are  on  the  water-carriage  system l  only 

"type  remain  $  these  being  isolated  causes 
available.  Whilst  there  is  little  room  ...  xm^uvuient 
type,  the  maintenance  of  existing  accommodation  at  a  high 
level  of  efficiency  is  a  matter  which  is  receiving  constant 
attention,  and  it  is  considered  that  a  reasonable  standard 
hns  been  maintained. 

n1+,  ^  considerable  amount  of  drainage  work  has  been  done, 
o.lthough  plans  for  many  desirable  but  less  urgent  improvements 
hc-vt  been  postponed  until  a  more  appropriate  time.  The 
lack  of  adequate  means  of  access  for  the  inspection  and  cleansing 
~£n£rainas?  systems  at  some  of  the  older  properties  in  the  town 

wku  until  sv?trornnf  dlf f ic^ies5  but  again,  this  matter  must 
practi  abl  SybtGinatlG  street  -by-street  improvements  become 


So  far  as  is  known  there  are  no  dry-ashpits  in  use: 
properties  are  s-erved  with  metal  dustbins  cf  approved 


11 


pxoperries  are  s-erveo  with  metal  dustbins  cf  approved 
specification.  The  Council  have  not  used  the  power  given  by 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  to  inaugurate  a  scheme  fir  ?£e  * 

of  -n  Prtcn!f+hlh-0f  rustblns-  The-  provision  and  maintenance 

essential^  ?h  %obave?y+a0mcstlc  *ui:Wi»8  in  the  Borough  is 
thal  thr  health  of  the  community,  and  it  is  considtred 

hat  the  position  m  this  respect  was  never  better.  Too  manv 

£^piers’  hjwever,  deposit  in  household  dustbins,  vegetable 
^G  and  0£f|ns^ve  material  which  would  be  better  burnt  if 
not  of  animal  food  value.  Attention  to-  this  matter  and  - 


the 


“1“  a“-L1UAi  value.  Attention  to-  this  matter  and 

w  qpSG  °f  dustbins  would  help  in  several  directions?  it 
would  save  money,  provide  more  animal  feeding  stuffs,  extend 


< 


I 


-  4  - 


ahLssfSfffns^ob=poraSonrk£TthC  »*?"***?  ^  £f  collection 

given  to  this. 


much  publicity  cannot  be 


272  nuisances  (including  'statutory  nuisances'  and  othpr 
insanitary  conditions  referred  tc  in  the  PubUc  Health  Acf 

^1-tf'U?^rin^tht  ^ar,  and  77  outstanding 
-  y4b  gave  c*  t;.  tal  ,f  349  neecing  abatement.  (These 

Hrusfn-  A+n?t  4°^  housino:  defects  dealt  with  under  the 

year  b  Th  ‘nnnh?r«  °f  03e  ?p-d  bu£n  aba.ted  by  the  end  of  the 
numbGrs  of  inspections  made  and  notices  served 

"f  thistRerortr  thc  r£Sults  arc  included  in  Part  4 

Public  wRoi+Jt‘  +  ^satisfactory  conditions  dealt  with  under  the 
Public ^e^lth  net  may  normally  be  considered  more  urgent  than 

£h?dilvGtiV^Mh  UniGr  ^  H°Vsin‘:  Acts>  and  most  owners  responds 
difficult  t  - ht C ?  S+C?Ved‘  -AS  thc  ^car  wrr£  on  it  became  less 
able  ?  L  t^  +Jtr"ln  th6  scrvices  of  contractors,  and  owners  were 

thXn  hU<4  h  Corporation's  requirements  with  much  less  delay 

then  has  been  the  case  m  recent  years.  y 

Act  iq?fitr?oCfn?5hCdulcdmln,Se'?ti  n  107  of  thG  p^blic  Health 
*  Offensive  Trades'  were  carried  on  in  the  Borough 

yecir  under  review.  These  were  conducted  in  a 


during 


:  °»S^ry  processing  kitchen 


waste 


nuisance  V  ®oh^iul6r-‘.i‘S  'offensive')  gave  rise  to  considerable 
effluvi^  ,f?h th\ ^ssicn  from  time  tc  time  of  noxious 

ciiluvir..  although  this  nuisance  was  larrely  abated  following 

SSis^coliue  ■‘boro  was  still  occasional 


w 


+  ?£.c2nuit:Lon  in  which  some  of  thc  raw  material 


-.s  delivered  to  thc  factory. 


Atmospheric  Pollution 

two  hf^J:r0bnIf  ?Vm;'kC  statement  may  bG  considered  under 
to  f  r =  * Industrial  smoko,  and  (2)  Domestic  smoke. 

in  fdr  i  d  Id31  mtU  13  ccnotrnod  I  an  of  opinion  that 
~n  t>cnoro.l,  conditions  have  been  better  than  in  recent  years 

undoubtedly  occurred  from  time  to  time,' 

Surati-n1  «"'-kc , observations,  each  of  thirty  minutes 

.uruti^n,  only  4  showed  emission  in  excess  of  the  limit  of 
WO  minutes  black  smoko  within  the  observation  period 

ofmboilSrCPtSUa+  observations  were  followed  by  inspections 
i  boiler  ^lant  ana  cautions  to  attendants.  With  one 

P4  Which  C5tisting  plant  is  unable  to  meet  the 
x-eak  io^us  of  a  recently  extended  factory,  any  violation 

result  Qf£daT-ln  fcrC£  in  thc  Borough  may  be  taken  to  be  the 
th  -wemfoL1  P|e  on,tbc  2art  of  the  boiler  attendant.  At 
is  to  be  fnstalledf  RS  «  °xoepti  “*  n£W  boiler  plant 

problem31”  nTbAd^tlu  ?°n0£rn?a  &bout  the  domestic  smoke 
1  i  .  .  *  There  is  n  l.~w  to  deal  with  the  domestic  off 

?omesticaAne  said,  thab  ln  these  days  of  coal-rationing  the  ’ 
oomestic  consumer  has  little  chance  to  commit  an  offence. 

end  inlvit?hk  +Sf  °Ur  ?cmmunity>  however,  have  'coal  tc  burn' 

out  inl^M  ££  5^“’ 

re0ortra-nUGS  mU?h  furthcr  than  Public  Health  and  in  the  present 
report  one  can  do  no  more  than  hope  a  solution  will  befound 

~  Corporation  are  interested  in  the  wider  ps-nert d 

sLSo„Sl5foft°h1CpO  Vnd  oni?r  bbo  powers  oonferrcfby 

J  J  Haolic  Health  net,  1936,  have  participated 


of  problems  related  tc  atmospheric 


in  the  investigation 

J^an'tn-V  Standard  deposit  gauge  and  lead -peroxide 
exposed  thr-n^^+ra^SUr&mCnt  °*  sulphur  dioxide  have  been 
to  the  Deo'-rtnent  r-r  ""  ^eRf’A*n"  results  hoove  been  forwarded 
the  ?rn+^  „  f*°Clentlf:L0  and  Industrial  Research, 

the  records  of^*n  "  re8i5cnsible  fcr  bringing  together 
uous  deposit  Lu  e  ;°~cIierr-png  authorities.'  Contin- 
it  mov  t  +-u  a're  available  from  January,  1946  pnr1 

before  a  rcasAatP^O  P?P=d  °f  observation  is  necessary 
conditions  inU?^e1B  ^  v  Picture  of  the  atmospheric 

deP“c  ?ioS  *  - 

..  ^  a-1  -otauu  c.  ufc  ,osit  oi  200  tons  nrr  qniiPT>a 

="  “raa-a-s  sk  8-4“ 


the 


vearsAqd?  £e5°si1\in  thc  year  ended  June,  1940, 
ye^rs  1947-8  provide  an  interesting" 


and 


m 


Period 

—  1 

Total  Deposit 

(tens  per  sq 

-  v  — 

’Tarry'  Matter 

Luare  mile) 

Twelve  months  ended s- 

June,  1940 

December,  1947 
December,  1948 

26? 

C  T 

202 

201 

3.1 

4.3 

incre^ed1? amr  -??r6a8?,  .  ’  tsrry  raP'tt‘'r'  could  indicate 

incre. .oGu  domestic  pollution  fr_m  the  Tanshelf  dis+rint 

consumeanSldI£ri'e+qU?ntitiCS  of  ^ncr- a  home  coal'S 

vnsumta.  It  is  to  oc  regretted  that  the  public  ptc  nn+ 
far  behind  as  T^JS&tlSS^  8m0k&  abateme“t  ^ 


Factories,  Workplaces  and  Sh.^s, 


+h  •  arrangements  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  workers  in 
their  places  of  employment  have  again  been  riven  thoir  due 
attention  during  the  year.  The  routine inspection  rf 

hAAPh?  and  sh°ljS  has  been  continued,  and  on  no  occasion 
improvement s^ound8^  be°  necessary.1 Statutor^  *>  secure 

includes  arpr^sefwhcreUsrtic?elhvo^f6®lt°^d1937’ 

on^the6FaotoryURegisterf  ^  -emLes 

“ts  80  iHCpectionUwere  mAeAHrAg 

Thf  nrrvTo-?  f°U2d’  19  WGre  remedied  during  the  year? 

rclatin-  section  34  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937, 

bv  thi^Tip"  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  are  administered 
y  his  Department.  Two  certificates  of  fitness  were  issupd 
^  u  nine  were  amended  during  the  course  of  the  year. 

1936  ^ embraces'  WG£^lacel  -s  used  in  the.  Public  Health  Act, 

4  mises  in  ?hif  ’  restaurant  kitchens  and  most  other 

where  unA+.?^Af+  wa?.?°‘t  practicable  during  1948,  but 
course  ?  conditions  came  tc  my  notice  in  the 

were  taken'’^  dutlcs’  thc  requisite  remedial  measures 


* 


“ 


6 


with  wholesaL\®r°^t^f?r,e?  Wa^f-'U^eS  U80ft  in  connection 
libraries  and  hairdressin-  ~*«+  * vn  ef5’cshJlcn't  houses,  lending 
shop  premises  on  ?he  leSlter  Thcre  *re  378* 

to  234  of  these.  166  visits *f~ r  Vh  L . Shops  Act ,  1934  applies 
welfare  .  D  vlslts  lor  the  investigation  rf 

food  ‘prem^s^^  ?">  case  cf 

A°t  inspections,  referred^ **  Dr^s 

R 


•o dent  Control 


the  Rats  anddii ce”1"! Destruction) t4t r°?QiQ^e  ^eir  duties  under 
Order,  1943,  with  H  +  0t?  1919>  and  thc  Infestation 

rodent  infedtatbn  in  H  nct 

Borough  which  effers  n  mavLun  ,  •t,nb  CdraSt  is  an  cld  ' 
furthermore,  the  town  is  •>  +  +  >*-■  ±J'r>  - J^ial  harbourage  for  rats; 
of  agricultural  land:  ±+  if.  ^  +  entre  ?f .  a  considerable  belt 
a  complete  clearance  has  not  teen  ??erefofe*  that 

however,  that  the  position  at  the  eJ  cf lq-n  5*  Can  6  said’ 
ment  on  that  of  a  year  age.  en'‘  1  19't8  was  an  improve- 


in  given 


aroasbs  ^  iPtPT  m,  atte$pts  total  clearance 
recerved 

the  hi/ h  iJGrcpntp or  p-f  -i -nFV'r>4-  4.*  r.  ^  -‘--‘e-Lej^  whilst 

(60%)  compared  with  the  total* numtb  tr"4^  *b°  Cor?crati'' n 
indicate  a  positive  so  r”ch  t  f-tli  f  ‘  18  considered  to 
treatment  only  upon  complaint  al  Clcar8noe’ 


as  opposed  to 


the  senlordler^ive  lSt°£b*W°  22?rative?  «ntil  July,  when 
imminence  cf'  new  llcislati  ,n  ™  +a  Cf  In  view  of  the 
the  post  has  been  left  vacant  unti?  ?bt',-|ect  °f  ro^eirt  control 
Evory  endeavour  was  made  to  keen  GrV^  +  i"  Set~Ui  is  known. 
fr.)m  infestation  ti~,s  ~rw  *  1  d  ^orbtlcn  Properties  free 

liable  to  infestation  ’  Y  Premises  particularly 

lnxestdti n  receiving  special  attention. 


The  essence  of  effective 
and  elimination  of  rat  ccloni 
isolated  infestations,  it  was 
continued  to  develop.  The  T 

+v  ?uf£ace  infestations  dealt 
rhat  the  term  'Treatment*  use 
with  unpoisoned  bait  on  four 
poison  on  the  sixth  day,  and 
fays  a  fortnight  later  to  tes 


w?.rk  being  the  systematic  discovery 
es,  rather  than  the  treatment  of 
in  this  direction  that  the  work 
able  gives  the  number  and  degree 
with.  It  should  be  pointed  out 
ln  ins  Table  comprises  prebaitinr 
successive  days,  removing  excess 

f  f}'  -f0afing  on  three  successive 
t  the  efficiency  of 


Ab 


Degree  of  Infestation 

No.  cf 
Infesta¬ 
tions 

cleared 

No.  of  these  Infestations 
cleared  after  1,2,3  or  4 
treatments,  respectively 

Total 

No.  of 

treatments 

given 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Reservoir  (rat  popula¬ 
tion  of  over  20G ) 

*4 

0 

0 

1 

3 

15 

Major  (20  -  200) 

55 

10 

15 

16 

14 

144 

Minor  (under  20) 

84 

32 

37 

14 

1 

152 

Totals 

143 

42 

52 

31 

18 

# 

311 

Grant -Aid 


full  advantage  was  taken  of 


comprises 

authorities  in  this  area 


vre  xc  secure,  in  connection  with  rodent 


The  Corporation  is  a  member  of  the  Rodent  Control 
Planning  and  Advisory  Committee  (Group  No.  11)  which  ”  * 
representatives  of  several  local 
and  whose  functions 

control,  adequate  co-ordination  and  uniformity  of  «ctivi+v 

3ervcA  dhis  com.it AfLfhaf slxty 

been  Vn  m.d:_  -V  un'.er  review  and  useful  work  has 

Gr-nt-'P*«nr’  thr1^8  ”5 .p?JrticSlRr  irrter63t  were  discusser1. j 
Ti?c  L:d.l  ptwors  to  --CnH:n  tf  D^::c  by  Pests  Bill, 
the 


provide 


?»nd 


r.n  1  +V|r  f-inonA-ini  ^-intain  an  adequate  service, 

^  the  financial  resources  at  'ur  disposal  to  oav  for  it 
r.rc  the  two  factors  t  ssm  +  ioi  +a  -p-f  ■  *  v  *y  t  it, 

'  essential  to  efficiency.  The  Committee 

directions. 


~  w  ^^ueuuir,i  livp  | 

•rc  watching  developments  in  thes. 


PART  TWO 


HOUSING 


General  Conditions 


md  Overcrowding. 


bv  thr°fr~Wn?  +ZUSL  bui^in^  hftfi  recommenced  during  1946,  and 
°y  thG  Gn'-  -the  period  under  review  /  —  •  ’ 

provided.  The  numbers  erected  each  y 


470 


new  houses  had  been 
are  as  follows 


Year 

No.  of  houses  erected 

By  the 
Corporal i on 

By  Private 
Enterprise 

Total 

1946 

1947 

1948 

66 

158 

169 

23 

29 

25 

89 

187 

194 

Totals 

395 

77 

470 

-_p  .  Fr.°_m  mailable  records  it  would  appear  that  the  number 

ri  iTsenY  AviAaL°  TbtinC  Corporation  houses  and  who  art 

reasonably  be  t?kn  glnS®  l?  Bbowt  550,  «hioh  figure  may 
December  An  fn  represent  numerically  at  31st 

the  Borough!  ’Therc^rrt-b  nee?  cf  the  SOOVU  of 

nnqtr,m+  mere  r.re  some  220  houses  m  course  of 

-  SafAArAS  XT* 

nclu.ee  for  couples  married  during  1949. 


recc-nises°At,r?bA’+v3chC,ilt  for  th“  Selection  cf  Tenants 
lessAh'n  i  .  , ,  "  only  grounds  for  rehousing,  and  no 

famideAwh  A  A3  {“►.«*  total  lettings)  were  let  to 
In  12  case° J^t°tnt  lvln0  ln  various  degrees  of  overcrowding, 
rehousina  brin  iA’rth-V+Arb  inv  *as  abateS  »y  Corporation 
this  way  since  post  war  buildin  be  an  t  m  qtf* 
fell  ws:-  c;tt i s t ! c s  for  the  past  three  years  are  as 


No.  of  Cases  - 

Year 

1946 

1947 

1948 

On  register  at  beginning 
of  year 

90 

82 

13 

Added  to  register  during 
the  yea.r 

73 

13 

75 

Abated  during  the  year s 

By  Corporation  rehousing 

65 

66 

12 

By  other  means 

16 

16 

30 

Total 

81 

82 

42 

On  register  at  end  of  year 

82 

13 

46 

The  legal  standard  of  overcrowding  is  recognised  as 
a  low  one,  and  when  such  cases  have  been  dealt  with  there 
rem.-.in  cases  of  ’near  overcrowding'  which  arc  in  urgent 
nccu  wf  r  eh  ..using.  The  Council  hp,ve  adopted  a  ’bedroom 
standard’  of  overcrowding  to  deal  with  these  cases;  it 
.res  sex-segregation  into  consideration,  and  135  cases 
were  lehouseo.  during  the  year  under  review.  The  fact  that 
so  many  cases  of  this  type  were  rehoused  while  cases  of 
statutory  _  overcrowding  remained  undee.lt  with  was  due  to  the 
introduction  of  an  'age  of  application1  qualification  into 
thn.  bcherac  for  the  Selection  of  Tenant  si  this  was  intro¬ 
duced  to  prevent  exploitation  cf  the  overcrowding  qualifies,— 
t ion,  and  no  doubt  served  a  useful  purpose.  The  'age  of 
application*  qualif icati; n  was,  however,  removed  towards  the 
end  cf  1948,  but  not  in  time  to  allow  for  the  abatement, 
oof ore  the  eno  of  the  year,  of  cases  of  statutory  overcrowding 
included  in  what  became  known  as  ’the  Second  Phase*;  hence  ' 
the  comparatively  large  number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  still 
on  the  register  at  the,  end  of  1943.  The  next  Annual  Report 
should  show  a  great  improvement. 


Inspection,  Repair  and  Clearance  of  Unfit  Houses. 

Par  several  years  the  h  .use-to-house  inspection 
envisaged  by  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  has  not  been  practicable j 
the  limited  amount  of  labour  and  materials  available  for 
maintenance  work  on  existing  houses  made  it  possible  only 
to  deal  with  the  more  urgent  defective  housing  conditions. 

The  Department,  in  housing  repair  matters,  therefore, 
continued  to  deal  with  defects  after  complaint,  or  where 
a  visit  to  the  premises  for  some  other  purpose  revealed 
~n  urgent  need  for  housing  repairs.  Towards  the  close  of 
tho  year  both  the  labour  and  the  materials  position  improved, 
ana  there  is  every  indication  that  1949  should  show  sub¬ 
stantial  improvement  in  housing  conditions. 


During  1948  works  were  carried  out,  pursuant  either  to 
Housing  Act  or  Public  Health  Act,  at  some  300  houses,  at  132 
of  which  the  works  were  extensive,  and  a  further  100  were  in 
course  of  repair.  Particulars  of  inspections  made  and 
notices  served  in  this  connection  are  f iven  in  Part  IV 
of  this  Report. 


During  1948, 
for  habitation  an 
reasonable  cost. 


13  houses  were  cl 
d  net  capable  of 


osed,  th^se  being  unfit 
being  rendered  fit  at 


The  Corporation  rehoused  the  tenants  thus 


t 


-  9  - 


bef 


Of  the  houses  scheduled  for  clearance  but  net 

s~  ri  "1  «-  J?  _  .  .  .  _ 


ore  the  outbreak  cf 


lal 


batch 


war  -  it  will  be 
f  148  was  being  dealt 


displaced, 
dealt  with 

recollected  that  the  fin; 

+  fr1  1939  “  only  95  now  remain,  and  it  is  anticin-tpr1 

that  these  will  bp  ,  t  ®  .•unxicipa.tec 

clearance ^o^riaraer'scpie  ^ "sSm" 

?*- 


Eradication  of  V ermine us  C end it i^ns 


of  giving  disinfestationttr^tmbnt\rafurn”+inUefiv,^tS  practict' 
verminous  or  lik~1v  t  -  ~  .  bn^  i'-1  iurniture  v,  hich  is 

suitable  applicants  tc  rtheBi« 

on  Corporation  Estates  n,  Gf  nbw  accommodation 

cut  the  removal:  s  Contractors  carry 

unloading  The  tenant  c  n+?d  !Jth  ?y2ro?e»  cyanide  before 

23  such  disinfestation  tott  Sn'tuttnfthe'yL^"'0''31 


expenses 


part  three 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


M_cat  Inspect  ion. 

♦ 

»cwtowtVs* i (ii)tinntrtffF;'th00ntlnUCd+t';  uso  the  A*>attoir  at 

to  retaiicrs  it  tL  !trou-h  EPS*?"*,®*  U£t  for  distribution 
a  population  of  over  53  000  *  r^u^uln§  districts,  covering 

carried  out  by  Officers'  v  W?olo+of  the  inspection  was~ 

Inspection.  The  number-  ? ?  Department  qualified  in  Meat 

in  which  disease  w^s  f  -r  unimr: "'lo  examined  and  the  numbers 

aioease  w,s  i .und  are  given  m  the  following  Table. 


Number  killed 

Number  inspected 

nil.  diseases  except 
TuDerculosis i 

(i)  Whole  carcases 
condemned 

(ii)  Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
injected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 


Cattle, 

excludin. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  and 
Lambs 

1,519 

401 

997 

5,373 

1 9  519 

401 

997 

5,373 

1 

10 

3 

7 

418 

87 

10 

212 

27.6% 

24.2% 

1.3% 

4.1#  2 

— 

Pigs 


178 

178 


7 


45 


29.2% 


% 


*  i 


i 
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• 

Cattle, 

excluding 

Cows 

C  GW  S 

Calves 

Sheep  and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Tuberculosis  Only: 

(iii)  Whole  carcases 
condemned 

13 

25 

1 

0 

2 

(iv)  Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was 
condemned 

245 

170 

0 

0 

15 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis. 

16.9% 

43.6% 

0.1% 

- 

9.5% 

RJlCi 


,  tatal  of  69  "hole  c  xoasGS,  111  r.*rt  carcases 

T'lyb  Sfc-i-ns  enr.  parts  were  contemned,  the  total  weight 
lri£'' •  7 *  ^ons*  4  cv;ts.,  12  lbs.  The  condemnations 
classiiic  .  fioovc  as  'ether  conditions'  included  bruising. 
cecoim,Gsition„  dropsy,  emaciation,  swine  erysipelas,  fever. 


septic  metritis,  septic  pericarditis 


conditions'  m  organs 
disorders, 


nd  pyaemia, 


'Other 


g&ns  wore  principally  abscesses  and  parasitic 


,  n  JJ16  above-  Table  it  will  be  noted  that  all  animals 

lilcu  -,t  the  Centre  were  ;  iven  post -mart cm  examination, 
it  was  not  possible  to  give  a  similar  ante-mortem  inspection 
‘;u_t  fr6cluen't  ante-mertem  examinations  were  made, 
ana  the  Slaughterhouse  Manager  cc-operated  fully  by  notifying 
the  arrival  at  the  Centra  of  animals  which  appeared  to  be 
abnormal. 


The  it outtoir  is  maintp-ined  in  a  good  condition  and 
every  facility  is. given  to  your  Inspectors  by  the  Ministry 
^f  Foce  staffs  it  will  be  realised,  however,  that  the 
premises  were  not  designed  to  take  the  larf  e  numbers  of 

^kich  are  sometimes  passed  through,  and  inspection 
CLl^lcuTties  arose  from  time  to  time.  The  Corporation  are 
1  r+1'-,arcV  srcct  a.  Public  Abattoir  at  the  earliest  possible 
uate;  but  the  matter  is  in  abeyance  awaiting  the  announcement 
oi  Government  policy  on  slaughtering. 


Transport  and  handling  of  meat  were  given  due  attention. 
There  were  occasicnaivioiations  of  Article  21  of  the  Public 
Health. ^Mcat J  Regulations,  1924;  informal  action  was 
sufficient  to  secure  rectification  of  the  conditions  ccmnlained 
-x.  0  ..-ni  .it ions  generally  wore  satisfactory. 

Milk  3 up-ply 

The  Nation' s  milk  sup..ly  is 
and  it  is  obvious  that  the" health 

be  desired:  .  conditions  seen  at  the  Abattoir  are  often 
revealing  in  this  respect.  It  is  fortunate  that  by  far  the 
greater  part  of  the  milk  consumed  in  the  Borough  is  protected 
by  pasteurisation  before  it  reaches  the  consumer. 


much  debated  problem, 
f  dairy  herds  leaves  much 


-p  +1^"*’^  Pr0“-ucc^  locally  forms  a  very  small  proportion 
cl  the  total  quantity  of  milk  retailed  in  the  Borough. 

present  time  some  200  dairy  cattle  are  kept  by  local 


"the 
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iV.rme.rs,  and  the  bulk  cf  our  milk  supply  comes  from  sources 
considerable  distances  away.  The  number  cf  registered 
i^ro  .ucers  in  the  area  is  11,  and  there  are  60  wholesale 
traders  and  17  retailers.  The  14  cowsheds  have  been 
inspected  at  intervals  and  conditions,  generally,  were 
satisfactory.  Three  producers  held  ' accredited'  Licences, 
ana  a  high  standard  cf  cleanliness  was  maintained  at  these 
promises.  camples  cf  ungraded  milks  fr^m  producers 
retailors  in  the  Borough  have  been  submitted  to  the 
methylene  blue  test  with  results  reaching  cr  closely 
■approximating  to  ’accredited’  standards  '  28  cut  of  36 
such  samples  actually  reached  ’accredited’  standard. 


.nd 


One  licence  is  in  force  authorising  the  use  of  the 
designation  ’Pasteurised’  in  relation  to  milk  treated  by 
a  pasteurising  process  at  premises  in  the  Bor. ugh.  The 
plant,  which  is  of  the  High-Temperature-Short-Time  typo, 

W  ’.o  installed  in  May,  1946,  and  satisfies  the  conditions 
prescribed  by  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations. 

samples  were  taken  during  1948  for  submission  to  the 
statutory  tests:  (l)  the  phosphatase  test,  designed  to 

establish  that  the  milk  has  boon  adequately  heat  treated, 
a.nc  (2)  the  methylene  -lue  test,  a  tost  of  keeping  quality. 
Only  2  samples  failed  to  rc-.ch  the  required  standard. 


Nine  retailers  were  .ranted 
sale  of  ’Pasteurised’  milk  and  6 
(Pasteurised)’ .  It  is  an  encour 
retailers  arc  becoming  interested 


licences  authorising  the 
fer  ’Tuberculin  Tested 
aging  sign  that  the  smaller 
in  designated  milks. 


Ice-Cream 


,  .  .  Thc  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1947, 
which  came  into  operation  in  May  of  that  y e< ,r ,  have  enabled 
the  corporation  to  make  great  improvements  in  the  conditions 
under  which  icc-crcam  is  manufactured  and  sold  in  the  Borough. 
In  1947  the  Corporation  set  down  a  standard  to  which  all 
premises  used  for  ice-cream  manufacture  must  conform, 
during  the  year  under  review  two  persons  ceased  to  manufacture 
because  they  could  not  meet  the  new  requirements.  In  two 
cases  improvements  were  made  bringing  existing  premises  to 
the  requisite  standard ,  and  in  one  cose  an  existing  building 
was  converted  into  a  model  factory. 

Two  further  standards  were  made  during  1948:  From 

1st  January  venders  of  ico— cream  in  the  Borough  were  informed 
that  ice— cream  sold  in  the  open  would  bo  considered  (for  the 
purpose  of  the  Ice-Cream  Regulations)  as  not  protected  from 
contamination  unless  it  had  been  pre-packed  cr,  alternatively, 
hao.  oeen  sole,  from  an  enclosed  sales  unit.  Secondly,  a 
standard  for  premises  used  for  the  retailing  of  ice-cream  was 
laid  riown  by  the  Corporation.  These  covered  the  structural 
condition  cf  premises  and  other  matters  affecting  hygiene^ 
and  the  result  was  a  gradual  improvement  in  the  conditions 
unoer  which  the  commodity  w a s  sold.  During  the  year  4 
premises  were  newly  registered  for  the  sale '’of  ice-cream, 
ana  one  applicati  ,n  was  refused. 

There  is  still  no  test  for  the  grading  of  ice-cream 
which,  in  the  opinion  cf  the  Ministry  of  Health,  is  satis¬ 
factory  for  use  as  a  statutory  test  for  measuring  bacterio¬ 
logical  quality.  The  Committee  of  the  Medical  Research 
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Council  appointed  to  inquire  into  this 
decent  Report  during  the  year  in  which 
that  throughout  the  year  the  following 
be  maintained: 


matter,  issued  a 
they  recommended 
standard  should 


50%  of  samples  should  fall  into  Grade  1; 

802  should  not  fall  below  Grade  2; 

Not  more  than  20b  should  fall  into  Grade  3;  and 
None  should  fall  into  Grade  4. 


So  far  as  the  47 


samples  taken  in  the  Borough  a,re  concerned? 


70#  of  samples  fell  into  Grade  1; 

83#  fell  into  Grades  1  and  2; 

13%  fell  into  Grade  3;  and 

2  samples  were  reported  Grade  4. 

Neither  of  these  bad  samples  had  an  obvious  explanation, 
the  hygienic  c>  nditiens  at  the  factories  concerned  being 
satisfactory.  In  fact,  in  the  case  of  one  of  the  manufacturers, 
fr-  ra  whom  a  total  of  eleven  samples  was  taken,  ten  were 
reported  as  Grade  1. 


The  general  position  is  .  great  improvement  on  the 
figures  for  1947  which  were  as  follow  s:- 

37%  of  samples  fell  into  Grade  lj 
63%  fell  into  Grades  1  and  2;  and 
37%  fell  into  Grade  3. 


Other  Foods 

The  three  commodities  already  dealt  with,  being  by 
far  the  most  important  from  a  public  health  point  of  view, 
have  been  considered  at  some  length;  ’ether  foods’, 
generally  speaking,  dc  net  warrant  the  same  decree  of 
control,  and  when  in  an  unsound  condition  are  usually 
perceptibly  so,  to  both  vendor  and  customer. 

The  continued  need  to  prevent  wastage  of  food  has 
again  resulted  in  traders  calling  in  your  Inspectors  for 
an  opinion  on  food  which  prior  to  the  war  they  themselves 
would  have  rejected  without  official  inspection.  Regarding 
rationed  goods,  the  retailer  or  wholesaler  requires  the 
certificate  of  the  local  authority’ s  officer  before  he  can 
dispose  of  unfit  foodstuffs.  Food  not  fit  for  human 
consumption  has  been  used,  whenever  possible  and  after 

suitable  treatment,  for  animal  feeding. 

* 

Food  Premises?  Supervision  and  Control. 

Food  premises  ’were  inspected  during  the  year;  any 
contraventions  of  Fo,d  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  Milk  and 
Dairies  Order,  1926,  or  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations , 

1924,  were  noted,  and  remedial  measures  taken.  The 
general  condition  of  food  premises  was  satisfactory,  and 
reference  to  Part  IV  of  the  Report  will  give  some  indication 
af  the  extent  of  the  Department*  s  activity  in  this  connection. 

Section  13  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  lays  down 
the  principal  hygienic  conditions  to  te  observed  in  most 
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premises  where  foodstuffs  are  produced,  stored  or  sold,  and 
a  drive  to  visit  all  such  premises  within  a  comparatively 
short  time  was  commenced  in  the  Autumn,  and  continued  into 
1949 .  The  premises  visited  included  food  factories, 

rehouses  and  shops,  restaurants  and  cafes,  public  houses 
and  canteens;  and  food  hygiene  was  stressed  from  every 
angle.  Structural  defects,  lighting,  ventilation,  together 
with  personal  and  general  food  hygiene,  were  given  attention, 
Generally  premises  ana  personnel  reached  a  satisfactory 
standard:  premises  were  inspected  at  the  same  time  fer 

Public  Health  Act  defects;  these  and  other  defects  were 
remedied  largely  without  resource  to  statutory  action,  and 
the  genera1  attitude  of  management  and  personnel  in  the 
to.^  trade  was  co-operative  and  showed  appreciation  of  the 
high  -  not  merely  satisfactory  -  standards  required. 


...  In  accordance  with  modern  trends  it  is  anticipated  that 
this  activity  m  the  field  of  fed  hygiene  will  be  further 
mt  ensifi  cd . 


PART  FOUR 


St .-'tement  of  Particulars  furnished  pursuant 

to  Article  18  of  the  Sanitary  Officers 

(Outside  London)  Regulations,  1935. 


(1)  Number  and  nature  of  inspections  made  by  the  Corporation’s 
barn wary  Inspectors  and  assistant  Staff  during  1948: 


N  at ur  e 


Public  Health  Act,  1936 . 

Regulated  Premises  Inspections: 

C  ommon  1 odging-h ouses 
Moveable  dwellings  and  sites 
Offensive  trades 

statutory  Nuisance  Inspections: 
Initial  inspections 
Other  inspections 

Atmospheric  Pollution: 

Industrial  smoke  observations 
Visits  to  boiler  plant 
Pollution  investigations  (deposit 
and  sulphur  oxides  sampling,  etc.) 


Number 


7 

11 

21 


52 

161 


61 

58 

51 


Nature 


Number 


Public  Health  A ct,  1936  (Contd. ) 

Verminous  Infestation  Inspections: 
Dwellinghouses  -  Corporation 

Private 

Other  premises  or  articles 
Infectious  disease,  etc.,  Enquiries; 

General  Sanitation  and  Drainage  Inspections: 
Nuisances,  not  statutory  - 

Initial  Inspections 
Other  Inspections 
Other  sanitary  defects  - 

Initial  Inspections 
Other  Inspections 

Water  Supplies: 

Sampling  -  Public  supplies 
Private  supplies 
Swimming  bath  water 

Inspections 


Factories  net,  1937 . 

Inspections  for  Sanitary  Conditions: 
Factories  with  mechanical  power 
Factories  without  mechanical  power 
Inspections  for  Moans  of  Escape  in 
case  of  fire  -  Initial  inspections 

Re-inspections 


Shops  net,  1934. 

Inspections  of  shops  to  which 
Act  applies  -  Food  shops 

Others 


Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

Inspections  made  in  course  of  general  Not 

survey  of  district  in 

Inspections  of  premises  listed  as 
'Particularly  liable  to  infestation1 
Inspections  of  Corporation  premises 
Inspections  of  premises  receiving 
treatment,  ^r  on  complaint 


Housing  Act,  1936 » 

Housing  Conditions: 

Inspections  for  housing  defects 

(excluding  Public  Health  Act  inspections) 
Houses  inspected  and  recorded  under 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations 
Inspections  for  c  ^mpliance  with 

notices  (including  work  in  progress) 


24 

28 

12 

105 


158 

356 

62 

234 


110 

10 

31 

4 


71 

9 

2 

9 


113 

53 


recorded 

detail 

53 

33 

183 


20  6 

13 


714 


Nature 


Numb 


Housing  Act,  1936  (Contd. ) 

Overcrowding: 

Case  investigations  48 

Dwellinghcuses  measured  up  for 

" Permitted  Number'  data  40 

Corporation  Housing: 

Investigation  of  heme  conditions 

prior  to  removal  to  Corporation  houses  218 

Visits  to  tenants  of  Corporation  houses 

to  ascertain  home  conditions  37 

Miscellaneous  enquiries  4 

F  o  o  d  and  D  r u  g s  act,  1938. 

Meat  Inspection: 

Visits  to  Abattoir  for  meat  inspection  335 

Number  of  carcases  examined  at  Abattoir  8,468 

Visits  to  shops,  etc..,  for  meat 

inspection  37 

Milk  Supplies: 

Investigation  of  production  methods  29 

Investigation  of  distribution  methods  15 

Sampling  -  Graded  milks  100 

Other  milks  33 

Ice-Cream: 

Investigations,  also  under  Ice-Cream 
(Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations  - 

Manufacture  34 

Retailing  16 

Sampling  47 

Other  Foods: 

Visits  tc  sh  ps,  etc.,  for 

food  inspection  149 

Number  of  articles  or  consignments  of  food 

examined  2,095 

i 

Food  Premises  Inspections: 

Cowsheds  under  Milk  and  Dairies  Order  39 

Pasteurising  plant  under  Milk 

(Special  Designations)  Regulations,  etc.  51 

Other  dairies  26 

Abattoir  and  other  premises  under  Public 

Health  (Meat)  Regulations  '  23 

Rooms  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  section  13  361 

.  Premises  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 

section  14  -  Ice-cream  75 

Preserved  food,  etc.  29 

Knackers  Yard  Inspections  11 

Suspected  Food  Poisoning  Enquiries  3 

Slaughter  of  Animals  nctr  1933'. 

Investigations  int.-  Licensing  of 

S 1  au  ght  e  r  rn  e  n  18 

Investigations  into  slaughter  methods  7 

Miscellaneous  Insp/ecti  -ns  not  falling  into 

above  categories  19 
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The  Department 

The  Staff  Establishment  of  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
two  Additional  Inspectors,  a  pupil  and  two  clerks,  remained 
as  fixed  in  1946.  During  the  year  Mr.  L.H .  Cook,  Senior 
Additional  Inspector  left  the  service  of  the  Corporaticn 
and  three  months  later  his  place  was  filled  by 
Mr.  G.  Walshaw,  who  came  here  from  Barnsley. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant 

/  A 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector's  Office, 
Municipal  Offices, 

Pontefract . 


June,  1949 


